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Sponsorship : art and culture to support illness and disability

Réunica Foundation supports cultural projects which encourages 

the well being of persons suffering from being sick or physically, 

mentally or socially disabled.

Why art and culture ?

Art and culture are alternative answers to traditional methods as 

therapeutic. It encourages people to build social networks, to be 

creative...

Objectives of Réunica Foundation

Theater

Louis 
Aragon
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In psychiatric hospital 

In old people's establishment 

In establishment for disable persons

In discriminated zone

In jail

Objectives of Reunica Foundation

La Compagnie de la Cité

Les Blouses Bleues

Sponsoring òshared creativityó: creativity based on working together
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Key figures 

projects funded since 2002128

granted a year300 000 û

associations granted a year21
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Involvement from employees

SolidarityôsRéunica day

" Solidarity and exchange 
erase all the differences! "

" A single envy, to restart for the 
same adventure next year! "

RéunicaAngoulême

employee' Réunica word

employee' Réunica word

Employees from all the local implantations of Réunica realised a common piece of arts, guided 

by disabled artists.

This was a new way to bring a new approach on disability among the group.

Several associations presented their activities in order to recrut new volunteers .
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La Parisienne

Cultural releases

80 employees Réunica accompanied two disabled women during the 

famous Parisienne.

Two employees go with disabled persons to a cultural visit.

Involvement from employees



LHAC Project

ü Setting up of a working group around the project led by the Fondation 

Réunica.

ü The working group got a better estimate on the positioning  

of the project in regards of :  

Á The legal context created by the 2005 law

Á Other french projects

(existing quality labels)

Á And the approach to identify a city (criteria definition and choice)

Research of a new partner city within those who undertook 

strong actions in terms of accessibility.
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LHAC project in 

comparison with 

French law and 

quality labels.



Sandrine Sophys-Veret 
In charge of culture and disability for the Ministry of 

Culture and Communication 

Marie-Christine Gérand 
In charge of patronage for the Ministry of Culture and 

Communication

The ressource group 

Fondation Réunica

Initiated a comprehensive plan 

of action for access to culture 

for disabled people.

The most important is : 

access to cultural practices.

Catherine Agius 
Head of the Disability Program at the 

ñFondation de Franceò

Attentive to the problems of all. 

The keywords are fighting 

against exclusion, local actions, 

respect for dignity.



The ressource group 

Fondation Réunica

Isabelle dôUrsel  

Béatrice de Durfort

Centre Français des 

Fondations 

Philippe Chervin 
General Secretary of the 

Fondation Internationale de la 

Recherche Appliquée sur le 

Handicap

Applied Research on Handicap

Identifies and facilitates the 

possible collaborations 

between the various 

foundations

Aude de Chavagnac 
Administrator of Public Communication

Acting positive 

communication accessibility, 

calls on cities to act

Promotes research to 

develop appropriate 

responses to people with 

disabilities, in a French 

context, european and 

international



The legal context : 2005 law

Total accessibility for all !!!
The built environment, transports, news technologiesé 

ü Housing, public places, work places have to be accessible to everyone no 

matter the disability

ü For new buildings and renovated ones.

Å For public places, standards have to be latest reached by 2015.

ü For transports, principle of « travel chain », the built environment, 

roads, public spaces, transport system é 

If it is not possible : substitution transport.

The same goes for online public communication

services.

Corporate companies are 

facing difficulties, cities 

must be ready by 2015 !



The choice : Mulhouse

An accessibility committee and an elected 

representative for disability issues

a strong disability policy and also many

local associations involved in disability issues

accessibility construction work in its 

historical areas

a packaged service « A discovery disability pack »

and many premises with quality labels

And furthermore, Réunica management 

département!
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A fast support towards the project

ÅFebruary 2011  

Letter to the Mayor of Mulhouse and to the disability representative

Agreement in principle on the cityôs interest

üMarch 2011 

Project presentation meeting by the Fondation

Réunica

Final agreement from Jean Rottner,

Mayor of Mulhouse
13



Mulhouse : some key figures 

The first street car train put in traffic in 

France connecting Mulhouse in Vosges

14

113 000 inhabitants in Mulhouse

Mulhouse Alsace Agglomération 

32 municipalities / 253 000 inhabitants

About 1 million annual tourists



City of art and history

First city in Alsace that got awarded the label since the 24th 

of December 2008

National network grouping 149 cities and regions animated 

by the Ministry of Culture and Communication.

Network attached to the promotion and facilitation of

heritage and architecture : presentation of their guided

discovery activities with, exhibitions, educational services ...,

and cultural tourism.
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A diversified heritage

Military heritage converted into habitations.

A strong religious tradition (temples, churches, synagogues).

A civil heritage of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.

Emblematic buildings of the 20th century.
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An industrial heritage

Living quarters of the 19th century.

Former factories.

Gardens transformed into industrial parks.

The zoological and botanical park from the 19th century.
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Museums of international renown

Cars city - Schlumpf Collection

City Train

The museum EDF Electropolis

The fabrics museum

Alsace living museum
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2001 : Mulhouse  signs the European Declaration «Art Culture, Medias 

and Handicaps»

A city which gets involved

An extra-local Commission of disability 

Since 2001, the disable people delegate gathers each 3 month about fifty 
associations which represent different types of insufficiencies, within the extra-local 
commission of disability which inspires and stimulates disability policy. 

Main strengths of the proposition : 
Mobility and Physical Impairments :  APF (Association of the Paralysing of France), 
The Centre of Readjustment of Mulhouse,  AIR (respiratory Insufficiency), France 
Parkinson 

Sensory Insufficiency: IDS the Headlight (Institute for deficient sensory), 

Mental Insufficiency: The White Butterflies,

Psychical Insufficiency: Schizo hope, UNAFAM  (National Union from families and 
friends to the ill people)

Elederly : The Junction of services, France Alzheimer 
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The work group in Mulhouse

Mulhouse city
Thierry NICOLAS ïCity council ïin charge of the handicapped people

Nanette REEB : In charge of missions for the Mayor

Brigitte GÖLLNER ïSolidarity leadership, Proximity, quality of the built - Project 

Coordinator ñgreat Center of Mulhouseò

Chantal HURST ïDirector in charge of the Elderly, Disabled and Family

Olivier LONPRET  ïEngineer - Head of Highways and mission Accessibility

Caroline DELAINE ïHost of Architecture and Heritage City Mission Label Art and History

Nathalie AUBE ïHead of Research Planning - Project great Center of Mulhouse

Chrystel SCHACKIS-DEROUDE ïCommunication actions

Tourist office and conference 
Guillaume COLOMBO ïDirector
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Project Mulhouse great center

Identification of interesting points in the city

Identification of available or accessible interesting

points

Proposals to improve general accessibility.

21

Intensive 

participation of 

associations



Advanced project Mulhouse

A project of accessible tourist itinerary 3 km long with several 

loops to shorten the visit.

Selection of  interesting places.

Data collect methodes: list 

accessible places or make them

available.

Curse of action
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Underway

Coming
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The itinerary



The  pedestrian signage
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Pedestrian 

signage



Requirements of accessibility for mobility disability

Bad

Missing data

Adequates

Inadequates

Accessibility conditions 

of  sidewalks

Optimals

Town center
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Requirements of accessibility for visual impairment

Bad

Missing data

Adequate

Inadequate

Accessibility conditions  of  

sidewalks

Optimal

City center 
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The setting accessibility of the itinerary
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4 strong ideas  

üAcknowledgment of all disabilities 

Art. 2. of the law of February 11th, 2005, (Art. L. 114 of CASF) 

Art. 45 of the law of February 11th, 2005 

Order of January 15th, 2007 

üGuarantee the continuity of the chain of circulation

Art. 45. I. of the law of February 11th, 2005 

üThe cooperation with the users and associations 

The evaluation of accessibility and programming improvement works 

Diagnosis of accessibility of public institutions and rail and waterway networks 

Elaboration of the accessibility plan for the rail and waterway networks and 

definition of priorities for public institutions, in relation with the guiding scheme of 

public transportation accessibility.
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The used norms 



The used norms (example)

Comment: the contrasting strip can never exceed the borders of floor markings

Pedestrianized crossing Order of January 15th 2007
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The used norms 

The allocated parking Order of January 15th 2007

31



Catégories of accessibility

A handicap

Coefficients

Criteria

X

X

X

X

X

52%

The tools of the diagnosis of the public areas 



Color informing the global accessibility of the building: here in red because the user in a 

wheelchair has no access to an accessible entrance. He will therefore not be able to circulate 

nor use equipment 

Optimum accessibility

GO TO PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION

COME BY CAR 
AND PARK 
OUTSIDE

TYPE OF DISABILITY IS 
STUDYING

USE
CIRCULATEENTERREACH

Defficient accessibility

Satisfactory accessibility 

Inaccessible

The tools of the diagnosis of buildings 

Schema of key  
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Presentation of the tool accomplished automatic Excel 

to raise the points of accessibility of this key 

34


